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Introduction 

Drywall damage is common in every home and usually cosmetic — until it isn’t. 
Understanding how drywall systems are built helps homeowners fix small problems 
confidently and recognize when damage points to a bigger issue. 

This guide provides a high-level overview and finishes with one homeowner-safe 
evaluation that prevents unnecessary repairs. 

 

1. System Overview 

Drywall systems consist of: - Gypsum panels fastened to framing - Joints reinforced with 
tape and compound - Surface texture and paint 

Drywall is not structural, but it protects framing and provides fire resistance. 

 



2. Common Problems and Failures 
• Nail pops 
• Small dents and scuffs 
• Cracks at joints 
• Moisture staining 

 

3. What Homeowners Can Safely Do 
• Identify cosmetic vs structural damage 
• Monitor cracks over time 
• Patch small surface damage 

 

4. When to Stop and Call a Professional 
• Large cracks that grow 
• Repeated moisture damage 
• Sagging ceilings 

 

5. Homeowner Win: Identifying Cosmetic vs Structural Damage 

Step-by-Step Overview 
1. Inspect crack size and pattern. 
2. Check for moisture staining. 
3. Press gently to check softness. 
4. Monitor changes over time. 

Success Check 
• Damage classified correctly 
• No unnecessary repairs started 

Important Boundary Note 

Structural repairs and moisture remediation are covered in Ultimate DIYer courses. 

 

6. Where to Go Next 

Next guides cover patching holes, joint repairs, and texture matching. 
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